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by Jo Duckles

THE new school term saw celebrations 
at Churchmead CofE School in Datchet, 
Berkshire as major improvements were 
praised by both Ofsted and SIAMS 
inspectors. 
   The leadership of Chris Tomes, who 
became headteacher in 2013 after the 
school had been plunged into special 
measures, was highlighted in the Ofsted 
report published in January. Their 
comments were echoed in a similar 
Statutory Inspection of Anglican and 
Methodist Schools (SIAMS) report, also 
published last month.
   “It’s the first time in 17 years 
Churchmead has been classified as ‘good’ 
by Ofsted,” said Mr Tomes. “Both of these 
reports are real accolades for the school. 
It was a highlight of my career to share 
that outcome with the students and talk 
to them about how they made an impact 
on both inspections.”  The Ofsted report 
stated: “The headteacher is passionate 
about wanting the very best outcomes 
for all pupils in the school. His clear 
leadership has led to rapid improvements 
in all aspects of the school’s work since 
the previous inspection. 
   Later in the report they said: “Pupils 
value the respect that they are shown 
and the many opportunities to get 
involved in the life of the school. 
They enthusiastically embrace, and 
recognise how they benefit from, taking 
on leadership roles within the school 
community, such as: heads of house; 
membership of the school council; leaders 
of literacy; student wordsmith; student 
poet laureate and sports ambassadors. 
Some older pupils take on the role of blue 
guardian angels to mentor and support 
younger ones.”
Continued on page two...
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Churchmead celebrates success

Chris Tomes with staff, pupils and officials from the school along with Cllr Eileen Quick, the Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, 
wave jubilantly for the photographers. Photo: The Windsor, Ascot & Eton Express.

Moving forward on climate 
change - centrespread
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...Continued from page one
Similarly, the SIAMS report stated: 
“Every student is valued as a child whom 
God nurtures, and this is demonstrated 
through the emphasis on emotional 
wellbeing, including the Blue Guardian 
Angels scheme, and strategies to improve 
attendance.”

“It’s been an incredible 
journey...”

   Chair of Governors, Steve Buckeridge, 
who is also one of the leaders at the 
Datchet Gospel Chapel, said: “This is such 

an answer to prayer and a real credit to 
Chris and his team. The atmosphere as 
you walk around is wonderful. There are 
students from such diverse backgrounds, 
and 45 different languages are spoken, 
and yet the Christian ethos runs through 
such a diverse group. We have really 
appreciated the support we have had from 
the diocese as we have worked for these 
improvements.”
   And what do students enjoy about their 
school? Preet, from Year 10, said: “The 
Churchmead values allow us to become a 
community and we consider our school to 
be like a family.” Liam said: “I like how the 
school has changed in the few years I have 

been here. It is more comfortable and I 
feel safer.”  Daniel added: “I like to come 
and learn more. I really like art, drama, PE 
and maths.”
   Former Diocesan Education Advisor 
Eddie Carmichael was the chairman of the 
Interim Executive Board, which was set 
up to support Churchmead as it worked 
to improve. Eddie said he was thrilled and 
elated but not surprised by the Ofsted and 
SIAMS inspectors findings. 
   “At every stage in the school’s recent 
journey from inadequate to good, it 
has been Mr Tomes’s quite unassuming 
but inspirational servant leadership, 
determination and high personal 

standards that have driven the school 
forward.” Mr Tomes said the next goal is 
to become classified as “outstanding” in 
all areas by Ofsted.  He said: “It’s been an 
incredible journey and one that everyone 
at  Churchmead should feel proud of.”

Churchmead celebrates success

Read more here : www.churchmead.
org and a God in the life of Chris Tomes 
from the July/August 2013 edition of 
the Door here: www.oxford.anglican.

org/the-mission-of-a-church-school-
headteacher/

Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust continues to grow
THREE new schools have  joined the Oxford Diocesan Schools 
Trust. Burford School was the first community school to 
convert to become a Diocesan Academy late last year. 
  The Batt CE School and St Mary’s CE Infant School, both in 
Witney, have also both recently signed up. The trust now has 
16 schools. 
   A special assembly at Burford marked the start of the 
school’s life as a Diocesan Academy. Anne Davey, Director 
of Education for the Diocese, David Locke, Chief Operating 
Officer and Suzanne Lane, School Link Adviser, from ODST 
joined the celebration, as well as governors and parents.  In a 
letter to the school, the Prime Minister and Witney MP David 
Cameron wrote: “Academies form an integral part of our 
education policy and it is fantastic to see the progress made 
by academies in my constituency.”
   Key Stage One children sang a French song, Salut! Ça 
va?, with Key Stage Two ringing handbells to celebrate in 
traditional style, followed by the singing  of Thank your Lucky 

Stars. To demonstrate the process of change, from old to new, 
Year 5 and 6 children read their own versions of Just So Stories.
   At St Mary’s, Witney, children wrote blessings for their 
classrooms and Anne Davey presented the ODST plaque in a 
celebratory assembly. 
  Head teacher, Sam King said: “I am delighted that St Mary’s 
has become part of the ODST family and I am looking forward 
to working with the trust to make St Mary’s the best it can be 
for its pupils, present and future.” 

ODST was set up in 2012 to offer a meaningful partnership 
where schools can share best practice and work in support of
one another with the added benefit of the central resources 
provided by the Diocese.

During the summer of 2015 the ‘west 
window’ of St Leonard’s Church Grendon 
Underwood, (right), was removed for 
refurbishment. The window which is 
dedicated to members of the Holt family 
was installed during the late 1800’s. The 
cleaning  has revealed vibrant colours 
illuminating the west end of the church.
    It was decided that the re-dedication 
of the window would take 
place in a December Family 
and Friends service and 
should be combined with a 
window design project on 
the theme of Christmas, to 
be undertaken by  pupils 
of Grendon Underwood 
Combined School.
   137 pupils from eight 
classes, took part in 
the project displaying 
exceptional skill and 

imagination providing the judges 
with the difficult task of selecting 
a winner for each group. All the 
entries (below) were displayed in the 
church over Christmas and provided 
many visitors with interest and 
enjoyment. They provided a fitting 
backdrop to the window and to the 
festive services. 

Window refurbishment and art contest in Grendon Underwood

Can soup change the world?

AS the Door was going to press the Milton 
Keynes Christian Foundation was preparing 
for an evening with a difference. MK Soup 
at 7pm on Friday 22 January gave people 
the chance to pay a fiver for a bowl of soup 
and a chunk of bread, and a vote to ‘change 
the world’.

   People with projects and ideas were invited 
to give 10 minute pitches for projects that 
need small amounts of money to make them 
fly. The audience were due to vote for the 
project they most wanted to support, and 
the winning idea given the proceeds from the 
sale of the soup.
For more see www.mkfoodrevolution.org

WHAT exciting news and events are 
your church or church school planning 
for 2016? The Door is always looking for  
news stories to share in the newspaper, 
as well as on the diocesan website and 
social media channels. 
   Editor, Jo Duckles, said: “All sorts of 
events can make a news story. If you 
are not sure, please give me a call and 
run your ideas past me. I can advise on 
writing style, length and how to take a 
good photograph that will work on our 
news and features pages. 
   “Even if a story doesn’t make the paper, 
I can help promote it over Facebook and 
Twitter and advise you on how to make 
the most of those channels.”
For more email jo.duckles@oxford.
anglican.org or call 01865 208227. 

We want to hear your news

Children celebrate at St Mary’s, Witney as their school joins ODST.
Photo: David Cousins. 

Jenny Dyer, headteacher at Burford, and handyman Rod Blake, 
whose grandchild is a pupil, take pride in putting the ODST 
plaque up. Photo: David Locke. 
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A Bed for the Night in Reading

by Malcolm Pierce

FAITH Christian Group has worked in the Reading area 
for over 25 years, helping the homeless, poor and 
needy. From the early beginnings taking soup and 
sandwiches out on the street, to now running the local 
Food bank and a small housing project, Faith has always 
been committed to setting up some form of provision 
for rough sleepers. 
   Feeding people for an evening only to leave them to 
return to their spot behind a bush or under a bridge has 
always felt very inadequate. The aim of “A Bed for the 
Night” (B4N) was to provide nightly accommodation in 
local church buildings, through the month of January 
2015, for up to 15 male and three female rough 
sleepers. The seven churches model works on the basis 
of a rota of local churches each offering one night per 
week. Over a month, that means just four nights for 
each church. 
   Seven churches came forward quickly and 
volunteers followed without very much effort. the 
churches are St Laurence’s, Greyfriars, Providence 
Chapel, St. Giles and All Nations,  LifeSpring Church 
(The Pavilion), New Hope, Wesley Methodist, Salvation 
Army, Carey Baptist  and the Reading Family Church. 
Hospitality had to be right at the top of our priorities. 
Anyone rough sleeping has found themselves there 
through a complex set of circumstances, some 

probably of their own making, others imposed 
upon them. All need love, care and a great deal 
of patience. Friendship is the big requirement, 
however activities such as table games and a 
DVD really help make guests feel at home. The 
feedback from the churches and volunteers 
involved has been wonderful. There was enough 
enthusiasm and determination to not only repeat 
this year, but to extend to two months. That has 
needed careful planning and consideration, not 
least in finding a way of coordinating nights and 
mornings over eight weeks, but also engaging 
two new churches to share the load. 
   As of January, there are over 300 volunteers 
signed up from well over a dozen churches, 
using nine church buildings. Our thanks go to 
everyone who involved themselves in this project, 
especially those slightly mad, courageous people 
who manned the night shifts!  Also the Street 
Pastors who manned the doors each night. The 
level of support and cooperation across the 
Church in Reading is a joy to observe. Thank you 
everyone and God Bless you. Together we have 
ensured that Housing Justice are considering 
granting us an “Excellence” status alongside the 
Kite mark.
 Malcolm Pierce is the Director of the Faith 
Christian Group. For more see www.fcg.org.uk/

A friendly Street Pastor welcomes rough sleepers to  
St Laurence’s. Photo: Faith Christian Group. 

by Judy Dewey

CHOLSEY Churchyard was the scene of a 
special commemoration last month on the 
40th anniversary of the death of  Agatha 
Mary Clarissa Mallowan, better known to 
the world as Agatha Christie. 
   Around 40 people gathered around the 
grave of the famous writer, whose work 

has been translated into 103 languages 
– even more than Shakespeare.  The 
ceremony was led by Judy Dewey, Curator 
of Wallingford Museum and the Revd 
Andrew Petit, the Vicar of St Mary’s.  
   In 1934 Agatha Christie and her second 
husband, the renowned archaeologist Max 
Mallowan, bought Winterbrook House, 
in the parish of Cholsey on the outskirts 
of Wallingford. It was to be their family 
home until her death there in 1976. Mr 
and Mrs Mallowan attended St Mary’s 
Church in Cholsey for many years, 
enjoying its quiet rural setting.
    Agatha was a very private person who 
preferred to remain well away from the 
oppressive glare of fame.  A brief account 
of her local life included her only ‘public’ 
involvement, as President of The Sinodun 
Players, the local amateur dramatic 
group; she loved a good pantomime and 
Wallingford Museum displays several 
personally written letters from her 
concerning this. 
   One of her Cholsey neighbours, Tony 
Wheeler, recalled memories of being her 
paperboy as a young lad - she ordered so 
many different daily papers that it made 
his load extremely heavy! She was a kindly 
neighbour, well liked and respected by 
those who knew her.

   Andrew pointed out that there had 
been seven different vicars at Cholsey 
during the years of her life in the parish; 
he wondered which of these might have 
inspired the various clergy appearing in 
her books. 
   Agatha’s own words featured in a reading 
from her autobiography, including a 
description of the great cedar tree on the 
lawn at Winterbrook House. Judy went 
on to read Agatha’s poem The Cedar Tree 
which poignantly muses on the origins of 
the Cedars of Lebanon. 

   After the laying of the wreath by local 
naturalist and author Tony Rayner, 
assisted by Cholsey schoolgirl Rosie 
Powell, the ceremony ended with a 
prayer of thanksgiving for the life and 
work  of Agatha Christie and a note that 
commemorations will be continued in a 
full Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend 
in Cholsey and Wallingford from 9-11 
September 2016.
Judy Dewey is the Curator of the 
Wallingford Museum. 

Cholsey Church commemorates Agatha Christie’s death

Above is the procession to the graveside. Left is Christie’s grave. Photos: Ian Wheeler

Delight as Church school moves to a single site
CHILDREN at East Oxford’s St Mary and 
St John CE Primary School are now having 
classes on a single site. 
   Staff, Governors and parents of pupils are 
delighted that five to 11-year-olds will all go 
to school on Meadow Lane. Previously the 
school has been split between Meadow Lane 
and Hertford Street. 
   A special assembly was held recently, 
celebrating the move to a single site. The 
Comper nursery school is still in a separate 
building on Hertford Street. The Revd Phil 
Ritchie, the Vicar of St Mary and St John 
Church, joined Headteacher Elizabeth 
Burton (pictured right) for the assembly. 

Andrew becomes Acting Archdeacon
THE Revd Canon Andrew Blyth, 
the Vicar of Holy Trinity Walton 
and Area Dean of Aylesbury, has 
become the Acting Archdeacon 
of Buckingham. He will take on 
the role until a successor for the 
Ven. Karen Gorham, who has 
moved on to become the Bishop 
of Sherbone, in the Salisbury 
Diocese, is found. Andrew will 
be doing the Archdeacon’s 
role three days a week and will 
continue in his existing posts. 
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FREE DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

- order by 1st March, see below

Special Edition

Original

Dark

This year The Real Easter Egg range has had a makeover and each single boxed egg 
includes a unique copy of the Easter story in the shape of a pull out 37 cm high cross 
illustrated by Helen Cann.

Please note the Dark and Special Edition eggs are not being sold in supermarkets but 
can be bought from independent stores or ordered online.

*There is a charitable donation for every 150g egg sold.

It’s time to reclaim Easter!
Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the world every year, 
The Real Easter Egg is the only one which has an Easter story booklet in the 
box, is made of Fairtrade chocolate and makes a donation to charity from its sales.*

 To allow us to continue to make The Real Easter Egg, we need people to switch 
and buy. As Easter is very early this year, we need to communicate this as soon as 
possible. Don’t forget, delivery is free if you spend more than £45 and order by 1st 
March 2016.
 So we need a champion to encourage people to buy directly from us. See below 
or have a look at the free resources at www.realeasteregg.co.uk

How you can help
We sell the Real Easter Egg in three ways: by people buying directly from us, from 
independent retailers and from supermarkets. The supermarkets, which are stocking 
the eggs, will only ever have about 12 eggs on display in any one store. So they 
would be simply overwhelmed by the demand from a typical church. Last year, 
hundreds of churches placed orders directly with us in quantities ranging from 
12-1,000 eggs.
 Direct sales are very important for our company to trade. So we hope you will 
join the campaign and encourage people to buy directly from us.

Tastes good and does good
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. It was a real struggle as all the 
supermarkets turned it down at first. To date, we have sold more than one million 
eggs with 750,000 of these sent through the post directly to churches and schools. 
Not only has there been an increase in Fairtrade chocolate sales, but nearly 
£200,000 has been donated to charity.

FREE DELIVERY

*Free delivery on orders over £45 and received by 1st March.

Pay online by card 
- The simplest way to pay is to visit 
our online shop at 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

Payment by cheque - Complete the form 
below and return to: The Meaningful Chocolate 
Company, 11a Eagle Brow, Lymm, WA13 0LP. Cheques 
payable to ‘The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd’.

Delivery Address:

Title:  First Name: Surname:

Tel. No: (Daytime) Email:

No. of Eggs Total

Postage & Packaging
See terms and conditions below

FREE*
or £4.95

How to order 

Original Real Easter Egg (150g) 
(£3.99 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £23.94

Special Edition Real Easter Egg (280g)
Can be ordered in singles, each egg £9.99  

Dark Real Easter Egg (180g)
(£5.50 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £33.00 

Grand Total

Original 
(RRP £3.99)
A fresh new design. Includes the 
Easter story in the shape of a 
cross, a high quality milk
chocolate egg (125g) and Yummy 
Bar (25g). Must be ordered from 
us in multiples of 6.Includes a 
donation to Traidcraft Exchange.

Special Edition 
(RRP £9.99) 
Contains a high quality milk 
chocolate egg (200g), an olive 
wood holding cross keyring from 
Bethlehem, a cross shaped Easter 
story and an orange milk 
chocolate bar (80g). Not 
available in Tesco this year. Can 
be ordered in singles.   

Dark 
(RRP £5.50)
An egg made from premium dark 
Fairtrade chocolate (165g) with 3
dark chocolate squares (15g) and 
a cross shaped Easter story.
Must be ordered from us in 
multiples of 6.

if ordered before 1st March 2016*

David Marshall and Larry Bush receiving the
donation cheque from egg sales in 2015.

NEW
Beautiful Easter

story design

the Door, February 2016, page 4
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by the Revd Charles Chadwick

The former Chief Rabbi, Lord 
Jonathan Sacks, makes 
a thoughtful and timely 
contribution to the role that 

religion can play in the violence of today’s 
world. He examines how faith can be 
distorted from its original and true 
meaning with those different to one’s own 
faith all too easily becoming dehumanised 
and demonised. He considers how one 
might see the relationship between 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam in terms 
of family dynamics. 
   While acknowledging the primary place 
of love, Lord Sacks is utterly realistic in 
his appreciation that while love can unite 
people it can also divide people as it has 
the potential to induce feelings of rejection 
and abandonment. His interpretation 
of Genesis shows that this is not God’s 
way, for we find God concerned for 
those who feel they have been rejected 
including Ishmael, Hagar, Esau and Leah. 
In a memorable phrase he makes the case 
for the rejection of rejection. He helps 
his readers to view God’s covenant with 
Noah as expressing responsibility and 
dignity across the whole human race. He 
maintains that the Hebrew Bible calls 
for justice, fairness and the avoidance of 
causing harm.
   Drawing on his own faith, Lord Sacks 
calls for not only Jews, but also Christians 
and Muslims, who are also in some respect 
Abraham’s heirs, to live like Abraham, 
and to reject all that is not rooted in 
justice and love. He is concerned to 
address the issue of anxiety and fear of 
people who are different to oneself, and 
he stresses that people of faith need to 
be open to the divine presence among 

whoever it is found. He maintains that 
Pharaoh’s daughter can be viewed as a 
heroine, and that God was at work in Ruth 
the Moabite. 

“...religion is truest to its 
roots when it frees itself 
from the trappings of 
power...”

   In an interesting view of freedom 
he maintains that religion is truest to 
its roots when it frees itself from the 
trappings of power and seeks rather to 
acquire influence that it may more truly be 
the voice of those without power and the 
conscience of a community which speaks 
prophetically on the moral limits of power. 
For us as individuals to be truly free we 
need to let go of suspicion and hatred.
   This book is very well argued and 
draws on a wide range of disciplines and 
provides much to reflect on relating to an 
important contemporary issue and how it 
might be addressed.   
The Revd Charles Chadwick is the 
Parish Development Adviser for the 
Archdeaconry of Dorchester. 

Not in God’s Name: Confronting 
Religious Violence
Jonathan Sacks
Hodder & Stoughton
£9.99

by Ruth Hamilton-Jones

Joyce Meyer’s style is that of an 
American self-help author. Short, 
easily digestible chapters address the 
different steps she identifies in  

         fighting life’s battles. The approach 
is very straightforward: the Bible is mined 
for examples of ways God interacts with 
people who are fighting various battles so 
that we can follow in their footsteps and 
have similar success. 
   I baulked at the assumption that 
passages in the Bible can always be taken 
as a blueprint for how God acts with us 
but in the end I found the writing a useful 
stimulus to make me examine exactly what 
I believed. The book will certainly take 
your spiritual temperature and point out 
where you might be a bit lukewarm.
   I was constantly expecting to find the 
prosperity gospel popping up - God wants 
to bless you with the latest American 
refrigerator. But instead Meyer points out 
that God should be our focus, God our 
reward. However, I think that the author 
is too focused on success. She writes 
about the Old Testament character Joseph 
ending up in a high government position 
in spite of having being sold into slavery 
by his brothers, and goes on to say ‘God 
can put you in a far better job than you 
had’. She doesn’t focus on the painful years 
spent in prison, which must have changed 
Joseph so that high position would have 
meant something different to him. Nor 
does she differentiate between being 
successful and having a fruitful life.    
   Also, of course, the most important 
thing about Joseph’s job was that he was 
able to save other people from famine. 
Other people don’t get much attention in 
Joyce Meyer’s book; there is always the 

sense of the individual battling alone. I 
think this is a serious weakness and is one 
way in which the book reflects modern 
individualistic culture rather than the 
biblical model of the body of Christ. 
   I would recommend this book if you feel 
you are in the middle of a battle, and you 
want to be told how to fight it. The writing 
challenges us to take our faith seriously, to 
depend on God utterly, to expect the good 
that will ultimately triumph over evil. 
   The book is very didactic and will annoy 
people who like a bit of freedom to make 
up their own minds about things. Yet it 
is useful to ponder the different weapons 
in our armoury that Meyer identifies - for 
example, the importance of worship in the 
Christian life and the approach we should 
have when worrying threatens to take 
over. I found myself wondering whether 
the book could be used to provoke useful 
discussion and Bible study in small groups. 
   Finally, I should point out the last line 
of the back cover, which explains that the 
book is ‘Derived from material previously 
published in The Battle Belongs to the Lord.’ 
 
Ruth Hamilton-Jones is the 
Communications Assistant at the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

Let God Fight Your Battles
Joyce Meyer
Hodder and Stoughton
£9.99 

THIS introduction to Christian 
mindfulness published by Canterbury 
Press offers a brief explanation of 
contemporary mindfulness combined 
with a practical guide to mindfulness as 
a way of Christian living. Written by the 
Revd Sally Welch, the Vicar of Charlbury, 
it considers the mindfulness of God 
and Christ as explored by Christian 
thinkers and writers, such as Francis of 
Assisi, Teresa of Avila, Brother Lawrence 
and Pierre de Caussade. It serves as a 
companion to beginning the practice of 
Christian mindfulness techniques. Over 
40 days, examples of mindfulness in the 
Old and New Testaments are examined, 
followed by an introduction to classic 
Christian writings on the techniques of 
mindful prayer. 
   Each section contains a practical 
suggestion for incorporating 
mindfulness practices into everyday life. 
Also explored are aspects of mindfulness 
as they are manifested in the practise of 
pilgrimage, with suggestions as to how 
they can be incorporated into a personal 
physical and spiritual journey.
   The Door has five copies to give 

away to the winners of our February 
prize draw. To be in with a chance of 
winning send your name and address 
to Mindfulness competition, the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 
0NB. The closing date for entries is 
Friday 12 February. 

Win a book on mindfulness

In a recent Christmas broadcast 
Her Majesty the Queen described 
Jesus Christ as ‘an anchor in my 
life’ and a ‘role-model’.   From 

10-12 June 2016 we will celebrate 
her 90th birthday and Hope, Bible 
Society and the London Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity (LICC) are 
publishing a 64-page book focusing on 
the Queen’s Christian faith as a tribute 
to her life of service. The Servant Queen 
- and the King she serves is an illustrated 
short book, which uses the Queen’s 
own words to draw out the central role 
of her trust in Jesus Christ, offering an 
inspiring, multi-faceted insight into a 
life well-lived for others. 
    Advance orders for The Servant 
Queen have already reached more 
than 60,000. In addition to the book, 
Scripture Union has joined with the 
other organisations to publish a two-
page edition for schools.  The Queen’s 
birthday celebrations in 2016 will be 
marked throughout the Commonwealth. 
Her actual birthday on 21 April will be 
celebrated officially with: four days of 
celebrations in Windsor 12-15 May; a 
service of thanksgiving at St Paul’s 
Cathedral on Friday 10 June; the 
traditional trooping the colour ceremony - 

the Queen’s birthday parade - on Saturday 
11 June in Horse Guards Parade, and a 
massive street party for 10,000 people on 
The Mall on Sunday 12 June. The whole 
country is invited to join the celebrations 
in our own villages, towns or cities.   The 
book and other resources will be available 
from February from www.hopetogether.
org.uk
Is your church planning to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th? Please call 01865 208227 
or email jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org 
with details.   

Getting ready for the Queen’s 90th
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The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

e-mail sales@genesiscars.org.uk  
or visit us online at genesiscars.org.uk

Our team is ready to help you...

Call 0800 230 0238

GenesisCars
Creating the ultimate car buying experience

.org.uk

The 100% bespoke car 
buying service for the 
Christian community.

Just tell us what you’re looking for, give a price 
range, then sit back, relax and let us do the rest!

£10995
FROM ONLY

2015 Ford Focus 
Zetec Eco Boost 
5DR Choice of 
colours £5995

FROM ONLYVauxhall Zafira 
7 seater 1.6 
Design

£8995
ONLY

2012, 62 Reg 
Nissan Juke 1.6 
Acenta Automatic 
in blue, 29k miles£4995

ONLY

2007 07 Reg 
Honda CRV 
2.0 Executive 
Automatic in 
Silver 93k miles

Scoop 
Purchase!

Limited Stock!!

Save over 

£7000
on cost 
when new!

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 
leave you or destroy you 

or forget the covenant 
with your fathers that he 

swore to them.

De 4:31

AN INSPIRATIONAL 
FAMILY BREAK 

SPRING HARVEST 2016
The perfect mix of holiday, festival, conference 
and an encounter with God. 

Join us at Butlins’ award-winning resorts in 
Minehead or Skegness for a unique break for all 
the family.

Take advantage of all that’s on offer:

• Swimming pool, rides, rapids and flumes

• Funfairs and adventure playgrounds

•  Football, basketball, netball, snooker and more

• Skyline Pavilion shops, cafés and bars

• Garden and beach walks

JOIN US FOR YOUR CHURCH HOLIDAY

F I N D  O U T  M O R E  A T  S P R I N G H A R V E S T . O R G
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Around the Deaneries - Henley

by Jo Duckles

I MET the 
Revd Kevin 
Davies (right) 
along with 
the rest of 
the Langtree 
Team, that 
he heads up, 
as they were 
finishing 
Morning Prayer at their offices in Stoke 
Row in South Oxfordshire. 
   I had a coffee with the team, which 
includes the Revd Linda Smith, the Vicar 
of Woodcote, the Revd Claire Alcock, and 
the Revd Angela Linton,  both Associate 
Ministers and Licensed Lay Minister and 
Deanery Treasurer, Brian Turner. Linda 
is also the Deanery Vocations Advisor.    
They serve the western end of the Henley 
Deanery where the range of activities 
quickly contradicts any stereotypes people 
may have about rural ministry. This is 
demonstrated every year when ordinands 
from Ripon College, Cuddesdon visit to 
get first-hand experience of how they 
work.      
   “We have had great feedback from them 
and their pre-conceptions about this sort 
of work. One student last year said she 
was going to change what she said to her 

bishop in terms of the type of parish she 
wanted to serve in after her visit,” said the 
Revd Linda Smith, the Vicar of Woodcote. 
   The Langtree Ministry is at the western 
end of the Henley Deanery. The urban 
centre of the deanery is Henley-on-
Thames, well known for its rowing 
heritage and annual Regatta. At the east 
side is Sonning Common and Kidmore 
End, heading towards Reading. Until the 
Deaneries were reorganised last year, the 
deanery, which is now part of Dorchester, 
came under the Berkshire Archdeaconry. 

   In Stoke Row itself, the church 
has just completed phase two of an 
extension and now has a kitchen 
and a disabled loo. The congregation 
raised £125,000 for the scheme, 
which has been welcomed by teachers 
as the church is used for assemblies 
as well as PE and drama lessons. “It’s 
thought to be the most expensive 
toilet in Oxfordshire and was blessed 
by the Acting Bishop of Oxford in 
November,” said Kevin. “We finished 
part one in 2011 so it’s been four 
years of fundraising.”

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: The Revd Kevin Davies 
Lay Chair: Heather Lewellyn 
Clergy: 12 
Churches: 22  
Benefices: 8

HE may have never sat in a rowing boat 
but his role as the Rector of Henley-on-
Thames automatically makes the Revd 
Canon Martyn Griffiths Chaplain to the 
town’s prestigious annual regatta.  
   Martyn, who was preparing the liturgy 
for a service to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of his ordination of a priest 
when I called to interview him, is enjoying 
a long and varied career.  After being 
Deaconed in the Birmingham Diocese 
in 1974, he served his title in All Saints, 
Kings Heath and was priested in 1975. 
He went on to become the Rector of the 
Solihull Team Ministry before moving 
to become the assistant administrator at 
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham in 
Norfolk. There he looked after pilgrims 
and organised the liturgy at the shrine.    
   “I also organised the national pilgrimage 
which saw up to 7,000 pilgrims make 
the journey to Walsingham,” he says. “I 
organised the early youth pilgrimages and 
of course used to help in the local parishes, 
because even then there was a shortage of 
clergy.”
   After Walsingham, Martyn moved north 
to the Manchester Diocese, to St Stephen’s 
in Oldham, where his old Archdeacon was 
the Area Bishop. “That was where I met my 
wife Anne,” says Martyn. “I had just left 

the parish when we got 
married and was the 
Team Rector of Swinton 
and Pendlebury.” He 
moved on to become 
Vicar of Preston before 
moving to Henley, 
where he will have been 
for 11 years in January 
2016.
   In Preston, Martyn 
had been involved with 
re-inventing two city 
centre churches for the 
21st century, projects 
which cost £3.5m. He 
was also chair of the 
diocese’s property 
committee, working on 
making vicarages throughout Lancashire 
fit for purpose. 
   “Once the two churches were finished 
I stayed for 18 months but wanted to 
move to a ministry that wasn’t clouded 
by plaster dust,” he says. “The people in 
Henley are so friendly and welcoming.  
You never get bored. It never becomes ‘yet 
another funeral’ or ‘yet another wedding’ 
because there are other things going on 
which people naturally involve you in.”
   And Martyn says he always remembers 

a comment his spiritual director made 
to him on the eve of his ordination. 
“Remember God is calling you to be a 
priest because he can’t trust you to be 
anything else,” says Martyn. “It was a 
comic word of enormous wisdom and it 
has been such a privilege to be allowed to 
be part of people’s lives and to be welcome 
into some of the most joyful and sorrowful 
parts of life.” 
The Revd Martyn Griffiths celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of his priesting 
with a special service at St Mary’s, 
Henley on Sunday 19 December. 

Father Martyn (right) with Bishop Colin in Henley. 
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COFFEES and teas are enjoyed at 
Whitchurch parish church by art lovers.    
   The artist Gill Williamson finished a fine 
art degree and contacted Claire Alcock 
to ask if she could show her work in the 
church room which is used for community 
events. “She shows arts and crafts from 
local and emerging artists like herself and 
invites various charity groups to run the 
café.” At the same time the ‘friends’ of the 
church are a fall-back until the various 
groups have started coming in. Claire said: 
“We’d like to be doing it once a month. It 
gives us an income from the refreshments 
and increases footfall through the church.”  
   Gill is delighted with the support from 
the church in getting the project off the 
ground and with the warm welcome 
the local community has given to the 
café. “I am looking forward to attracting 
outside charities to the café for fun coffee 
morning fundraisers. For more contact 
gill@artcafe.co.uk. The café runs every 
Saturday morning from 10am to 12.30pm 
at The Old Rectory Stables, Whitchurch on 
Thames, RG8 7DF.

Celebrating 40 years as a priest

Church café attracts 
emerging artists THE talents of people in the Ipsden parish are on display every 

year thanks to an exhibition at St Mary’s Church. 
   The event brings in people from across the village, whether 
they go to church or not. “We started it five years ago and 
villagers bring in knitted jumpers as well as professional 
paintings and sculptures. It brings the community together 
doing all sorts of things.” says the Revd David Addison, who 
says funds from the Bishop’s Outreach Fund has helped provide 
transport for musicians for afternoon tea recitals. The fund 

has also provided money for tambourines for children and a 
projector and screen.
     In North Stoke a family activity saw people revitalise their 
nativity resources. “We bought moulds for plaster of paris . We 
cast them and painted them and at the carol service processed 
in. We are already talking about Palm Sunday because we have 
a long walk from the Lychgate. We have lots of trees so we 
break off the branches and place them all the way along up to 
the church.”

From knitted jumpers to professional sculptures

Kevin outside the newly extended St John the Evangelist Church in Stoke Row. 
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8 Moving forward from the Paris climate talks 
As the world looks to reduce its carbon footprint following December’s COP21 talks in Paris, the Door reflects 
and asks ‘what next?’ as churchgoers consider how to become more environmentally friendly.

I have an investment management 
background, but on this occasion I 
attended as a representative of my 
profession, the Institute and Faculty 

of Actuaries. I was asked to contribute to a 
Roundtable discussion chaired by Carbon 
Tracker. This organisation has done so much 
to make carbon investment risk a financial 
reality – do check out their website! The 
topic was carbon-related risk disclosure and 
financial regulation. Contributors came from 
around the world and represented pension 
funds, regulators, investment managers, 
market index providers and academics. We 
shared perspectives – climate change has so 
many financial aspects.
   The build-up to COP21 had been positive 
and, although we were in a different venue 
from the negotiations, this positive feeling 
was tangible in all the sessions I attended 
at the Roundtable venue. Even arriving at 
Gard du Nord by Eurostar, I was greeted by 

welcoming COP21 billboards in the station. 
The French managed the whole event with 
diplomatic aplomb and Laurent Fabius, the 
COP21 President, was rightly lauded for his 
efforts, along with Christiana Figueres who 
led the UN work in the years leading up to 
the event.
   Attending in a professional capacity, it was 
good to make the link between the earth, 
where we are all called to be good stewards, 
and the daily world of finance that I inhabit. 
More widely, many commentators have 
picked up on the role that Christians have 
played in raising climate change up the 
political agenda.

“The Paris agreement will 
resonate down the years!”

   What of the future? I’d need a page or 
two to answer that question properly. So 
let me just note that one UK pension fund, 
earlier this year, adopted and published 
their investment policy which states: “Our 
objective is to ensure that our Fund’s 
investment portfolio and processes are 
compatible with keeping the global average 

temperature increase to remain below 2°C 
relative to pre-industrial levels”. They may 
be the first with such a policy, but they won’t 
be the last. So let us go forward in hope!
   It was a historic COP21, with governments 
sending a strong signal on climate change. 
The Paris Agreement will resonate down the 
years!

One person who attended 
the COP21 talks was Mike 
Clark, a member of St Paul’s 
Banbury. Below he describes his 
experience.  

Pilgrimage to Paris

Had I realised the impact on my 
feet, I would have sought out 
some kind of sponsorship deal 
with Compeed© for my two days 

on the Pilgrimage to Paris. But my hope for 
an ambitious and binding climate deal in 
Paris was stronger than the ache and pain of 
the many blisters I acquired on my journey 
through Surrey and Sussex. 
   I met up with the group of Pilgrims in 
Banstead, Surrey, their first destination 
after setting out from London that morning. 
Everyone was in good cheer and seemed to 
have taken the first leg of the journey in 
their stride.  
   It was a shock to wake up the next morning 
to the news of bombs and shootings in Paris, 

as you can imagine it cast quite a shadow 
over the joy and celebration of the previous 
day. Determined we walked on in solidarity 
and prayer for Paris and in hope of a world 
where light overcomes the darkness.

“Everyone taking part in 
the Pilgrimage to Paris 
had a story to tell...”

   Everyone taking part in the Pilgrimage 
to Paris had a story to tell and as we trod 
the muddy paths and puddle ridden roads 
it was a huge privilege to hear some of 
them. Despite our different backgrounds, 
church experience and effectiveness of our 
waterproofs, what united us was the desire 
to see world leaders come to a meaningful 
agreement in Paris. We all wanted to see an 
agreement that would safeguard our planet’s 
future, bring liberation to the poor and a 
brighter future for our global community. 
   On our journey we shared a beautiful 
ecumenical communion and I was privileged 

to lead the intercessions. 
Amid our prayers for 
those reeling from the 
Paris attacks, for the 
world leaders at the COP 
21 Climate Talks, and for 
strength for the journey 
we shared together this 
refrain:
We lift our eyes up to 
the mountains, where 
does our help come 
from?
Our help comes from 
the LORD, the maker of 
heaven and earth.
   This verse from Psalm 
121 seemed to so 
perfectly speak into both 

our weakest and most passionate prayers 
for Paris, and for our world. I had tears in 
my eyes a few short days later as I watched 
the footage of 200 world leaders hugging 
and cheering as they announced that a deal 
had been reached. An agreement to limit 
warming to 2°C, pursue renewable energy 
and provide £100 billion in climate finance 
for developing countries. There is still a huge 
amount of work to be done and we must 
hold our leaders to account. There is also a 
huge amount to be celebrated, and much to 
thank the LORD, the maker of heaven and 
earth, for. 
Jess Hall, pictured above, is the Regional 
Christian Aid Co-ordinator for Berkshire. 
She is based in the Oxford Christian Aid 
office. 

Jess Hall joined thousands 
of pilgrims as the Church of 
England, Christian Aid, CAFOD 
and Tearfund came together 
to organise a Pilgrimage2Paris 
ahead of the climate talks. 

For more on the pilgrimage see 
pilgrimage2paris.org.uk/
For more on Christian Aid see
www.christianaid.org.uk/

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 
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enhancing church interiors
Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025
 www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
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Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675
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temperature increase to remain below 2°C 
relative to pre-industrial levels”. They may 
be the first with such a policy, but they won’t 
be the last. So let us go forward in hope!
   It was a historic COP21, with governments 
sending a strong signal on climate change. 
The Paris Agreement will resonate down the 
years!

Become an Eco Church

by the Revd Liz Ratcliiffe

READING Climate Day in December 
was a great success, with people from 
churches, environmental groups and the 
wider community visiting the Minster for 
a series of green events.  The morning 
kicked off with a dozen stalls - picked 
for their environmental and fair trade 
credentials - arrayed down each side of 
the aisle.  A variety of green goodies were 
on display, from vegan truffles to  pictures 
made from bits of twig and gemstones.  
There was something for everybody, and 
shoppers and stallholders alike came 
away happy.  
   In the afternoon, things took a more 
serious tone, with a talk on climate 
change, given by Met-Office scientist 
Professor John Mitchell.   John made 
the complex science understandable 
to a varied audience, who listened 

avidly while enjoying beer provided by 
Reading’s Zero Degrees microbrewery. He  
stayed to participate in a very lively and 
good-humoured question-and-answer 
session afterwards.  
   The day ended with a specially-written 
Climate Mass, led by Bishop Andrew, 
with an inspiring sermon by one of 
the country’s foremost environmental 
theologians, Dr Ruth Valerio. Ruth left 
us all feeling that we had something to 
offer in the fight against climate change, 
and the congregation participated 
enthusiastically in a very moving act of 
commitment to a more environmentally-
sensitive lifestyle.  
   The whole event took place against a 
backdrop of environmentally-themed 
prayer stations and information stalls 
run by green Christian groups such as A 
Rocha and the John Ray Initiative. 

   The Revd Liz Ratcliffe, pictured above 
(right), with Ruth Valerio, is the Curate at 
Christ Church Reading, and organised the 
Reading Climate Day. 

Eco Church is an award scheme 
designed to motivate and resource 
churches to care for God’s earth. 
Launched in January, Eco Church 

replaces the Eco Congregation awards from 
the Christian environmental charity, A 
Rocha. To participate churches complete an 
online survey, indicating how they care for 
God’s earth in worship, teaching, buildings, 
and in the personal lifestyles of their 
members. Once they have amassed enough 
points they can qualify for Eco Church 
Awards at Bronze, Silver or Gold Level.
   Dr Ruth Valerio, the Churches and 
Theology Director for A Rocha, says:  
“Caring for the whole creation should 
impact everything in our church lives and 
Eco Church is designed to equip us to do 
just that. We’ve been working really hard to 
produce this new scheme and I’m looking 
forward to it launching and to seeing which 
churches are the first to gain their awards.”
   Here is the story of St James’s 
Church, Gerrards Cross:
   The Revd Jenny Tebboth, who is 
now a curate in the Chalfont St. Giles, 
Seer Green and Jordans Benefice, was 
delighted to discover that St James 
supported A Rocha, but says it niggled 
her that, despite the church supporting 
A Rocha financially, creation care was not 
integrated into church life. Since then St 
James’s has worked hard to gain a first 
Eco Congregation Award. “Things are very 
different now,” she says: “Our recent eco-

congregation 
work has been 
publicised in A 
Rocha News as 
one of the best 
submissions 
that they have 
received. Cindy 
Crump has 
taken over 
the job of A 
Rocha mission 
champion and 
will work with A 
Rocha and the 
St James’s ‘Love 
Creation’ team, 
who intend to 
work towards 
the next level of 
award.”
   Cindy moved 
to Gerrards 
Cross and began 
worshipping at St James’s in 2013 and 
knew quickly it was the church for her.
   And then the environmental projects 
caught her eye. “Sections of the church 
garden had tall grasses for the insects, bird 
and bat boxes were in the trees, and the 
bulletin indicated opportunities for helping 
with gardening at the church and walks in 
the area.  I was hooked,” she says. I showed 
up at a meeting in the autumn of 2013 
to talk about the church’s role in creation 
care.  Our aim was to inspire each member 
of St James’s to work out what it means 
to care for God’s creation in their own 
lives, not out of fear or guilt, but to glorify 
God, and to take a decisive step towards 
making the operations of  St James’s more 
environmentally friendly.”
    Since then Dave Bookless from A Rocha 
has spoken at services, Life Groups have 
completed a study on creation care,  the 
recycling collection in the church centre 
has been improved, Richard Trigg lovingly 
restored the bird nest boxes and the late 
Clifford Robinson and Cindy did a survey 
of the birds and butterflies in the church 
garden. Blogs on caring for creation have 
been posted and an energy audit of the 

church buildings has been completed.
   Cindy adds: “Going forward, the ‘Love 
Creation’ team hopes to continue to 
mobilize the whole church family to play 
their part.  We will issue ideas and tips 
to help them live more simply. We would 
like to find an experienced naturalist who 
can help with surveying the wildlife in the 
church garden. We have been looking at the 
church’s use of energy: we are changing the 
lights in the St James Centre to be more 
energy-efficient and brighter, and we’re 
looking to support A Rocha at Minet Park 
and other projects. We certainly want ideas 
from the congregation on how we can all 
care for God’s creation.
 “We are really proud of this award. This 
has not been achieved by a few hard-
working individuals, but by the efforts of 
many right across the church.”

To register your interest in Eco Church 
see ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
Also see: saintjames.org.uk/

lovecreation  

Reflections on the Reading climate day

Book now for EWDC 

At St James’s with the Eco Congregation Award are Cindy and Jenny.

Dartmouth 
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Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367
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Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

JANUARY SALE EXTENDED
£30 OFF any Long Stay cover of 31 days or more

ANNUAL MULTI-TRIP OFFER EXTENDED
£20 OFF any Annual policy if purchased in February

NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS

One of the UK's largest suppliers of fruit trees and soft 
fruit plants including Cranberries and Goji Berries

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 
OF OUR LATEST SPECIAL OFFERS

IT is vital that the Church continues 
to play a role in the climate response. 
Experts and delegates from churches 
will be gathering in Coventry for the 
2016 Ecumenical World Development 
Conference on Friday 15 and Saturday 
16 April at the Central Hall. The event will 
be a chance to reflect on the theological 
and practical implications of the Paris 
agreement. 
To book and for more information go to 
www.ewdc.uk/
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We seek to appoint an Area Director of Ordinands who will work as part of a 
team serving our Dorchester and Oxford Archdeaconries. The post-holder will: 

•	 Help	foster	lay	and	ordained	vocations	as	part	of	our	commitment	to	
confident	and	collaborative	leadership.

•	 Oversee	the	discernment,	selection	and	preparation	of	women	and	men	
for	public,	professional	ministry	as	priests,	deacons	and	Church	Army	
Officers	in	the	Church	of	England.

The ideal candidate will have a passion for working with individuals to discern 
their	vocation.		Working	to	the	Bishop	of	Dorchester	and	the	Diocesan	
Director	of	Ordinands,	the	candidates	will	be	members	of	the	Department	of	
Mission.	Proven	experience	of	working	with	individuals	in	depth	is	essential,	
preferably	amongst	those	presenting	themselves	as	candidates	for	public	and	
professional ministry.

This	role	attracts	a	Genuine	Occupational	Requirement	(GOR)	for	the	
appointed	persons	to	be	an	ordained	member	of	the	Church	of	England	under	
Part	1	Schedule	9	of	the	Equality	Act	2010.

It	is	anticipated	that	the	appointed	person	will	be	located	within	the	
Dorchester Archdeaconry.

Remuneration	for	this	position	is	stipend	and	housing	or	housing	allowance.

Closing date for applications is 27 January 2016. Interviews will take place on 
25 February 2016.

For further information and to apply please see www.oxford.anglican.org/
category/vacancies. Please submit your completed application along with a 
covering letter to recruitment@oxford.anglican.org 
 
We	are	committed	to	the	promotion	of	equal	opportunities	for	all.

Area Director of Ordinands (Dorchester) 

The Administrator supports the DDO team who provide ongoing ministerial 
support of vocations and selection and training of Ordinands. 

Responsible for prioritising their daily workload, our ideal candidate will 
have strong administrative and organisational skills, the ability to relate to 
people at all levels and be able to anticipate and meet deadlines. 

Excellent IT and written communication skills and a good telephone 
manner are also essential.  An understanding of and sympathy for the work 
of the Church of England would be an advantage.

Hours: 35 per week.  
Salary band: £22,298.00- £25,329.00 per annum

For further information and to apply please visit our website:
www.oxford.anglican.org/category/vacancies. Please submit your 
completed application along with a covering letter and recruitment 
monitoring form to: recruitment@oxford.anglican.org

Closing date for receipt of applications is midday on Monday 25th 
January 2016 with interviews on Thursday 4th February 2016.

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all.

Administrator to the Diocesan 
 Director of Ordinands (DDO) 

Hearing God’s Call Eucharist

25 February 2016
at 6pm at Christ Church Cathedral

This is an opportunity for those who are considering God’s Call (in 
whatever form) to pray together, worship together, meet with others 
on a similar journey, and talk informally to members of the Diocesan 
Vocations Team. There will be time and space after the service to 
pray quietly and to talk.

Preacher: The Revd Dr Michael Lloyd, Principal of Wycliffe Hall.

Refreshments will be available after the service. Please note there is 
no parking at the Cathedral.

There is no need to register but it will help us with catering if you do 
by going to www.hearinggodscalloxfordfeb2016.eventbrite.co.uk

Vocations Breakfast

Saturday 5 March 2016  
9 am to 12 noon at St Nicolas Church, Earley 
A morning for people wondering about their sense of call or vocation 
to ministry in the Church of England. Come along and listen to 
speakers involved in ordained and lay ministry, meet others on the 
journey, engage with your own questions and enjoy a great breakfast. 
 
The morning will be facilitated by members of the Berkshire 
Vocations team.

To register for this event please see www.vocations-breakfast-earley.
eventbrite.co.uk or email VocationsEnquiry@oxford.anglican.org

the Door, February 2016, page 10
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Lent and Easter

The Door takes a look at 
the new books, courses and 
initiatives to help you get the 
most from Lent and Easter 
2016. 

FRESH 
for 
2016 
are 

two books of 
meditative 
readings from 
Jennifer Rees 
Larcombe, 
published by 
Lion Hudson. 
God Moments 
for Dark 
Days (£8.99) 
contains 40 meditations, each with 
a prayer. Each starts from a point of 
difficulty- weakness, betrayal, frustration, 
shame – and provides succinct paragraphs 
bringing the situation into the context of 
the Almighty.
   God 
Moments 
(£8.99) 
contains 30 
celebrations 
of those 
special 
moments; 
waking after 
a good night’s 
rest; a touch 
from a friend; 
a piece of 
music; that populate every day. Both 
available from www.lionhudson.co.uk
   Dust and Glory (£7.99) by David Runcorn 
is a series of daily Bible readings from Ash 
Wednesday 
to Easter 
Day. Its 
subjects 
range across 
the whole 
business of 
living and 
believing, 
where the 
questions are 
as important 
as the 
answers and 
may call us 
to deep heart 
searching. It 
is published 
by the Abingdon based Bible Reading 
Fellowship. www.brfonline.org.uk.
   The Ancient 
poems we call 
the Psalms, 
written during 
times when 
humans could 
travel at the 
speed of a 
camel, not at 
the speed of 
sound, are the 
subject of a 
five-session 
course written 
by the former Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell. Bishop Stephen, 
(above), now the Bishop of Chelmsford, 

has produced a course suitable for Lent, 
but not Lent specific. Participants on the 
course CD are Fr Timothy Radcliffe, a 
Dominican Friar, the Revd John Bell from 
Iona, the Revd Prebendary Rose-Hudson 
Wilkin, Chaplain to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons and the Revd Dr Jane 
Leach, the Principal of Wesley House, 
Cambridge. For more information see 
www.yorkcourses.co.uk or call 01904 
466516.
   The Mystery of Everything is a new Lent 
course by 
Hilary Brand, 
published 
by Darton, 
Longman 
&Todd. Taking 
the film about 
Stephen 
Hawking, 
The Theory of 
Everything as its 
starting point, 
the course 
explores the 
ways in which 
the mysteries 
of the universe 
and everyday life – and the acceptance 
that we have more questions than answers 
– can reinvigorate our faith and spiritual 
journey. Each session includes an extract 
from the film, group discussion questions 
and a meditation. The book costs £5.99 
from www.dltbooks.com.
   The threat of climate change can be seen 
in a world where already islands in the 
Bay of Bengal have disappeared under the 
sea and there is a drought affecting South 
Africa and our partner diocese, Kimberley 
and Kuruman. That inspired Canon 
Robert Teare and the Diocesan Council 
for Partners in World Mission to produce 
a Lent course. Robert says: “It might be a 
myth that the great weather systems are 
initiated by the fluttering of a butterfly’s 
wings in the Amazon basin, but prayer 
can and does move mountains and, most 
powerfully, change attitudes.” This course 
offers participants the chance to think 
about the world they live in and offer five 
small acts of love to their communities, 
by listening to others, by looking at 
others, by recognising others, by seeing 
opportunities to perform the smallest 
service to others and finally by being open 
to the crosses that others have to bear, so 
that we can walk beside them and help.” 
The course is available at pwm.oxford.
anglican.org/resources/acts-of-love-
lent-course/
   In the Hambleden Valley a special series 
of talks during the first five Sundays in 
Lent and leading up to Easter explores 
the relevance of the Beatitudes, eight 
sayings Jesus gave nearly 2,000 years 
ago. The talks take place at 6pm with 
distinguished guests preaching. There will 
be time for questions after the services. 
For more details see Doorpost or www.
hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk/
    And of course don’t forget about 
#WashDay16 giving churches, youth 
groups, schools, workplaces and 
individuals the chance to make a 
difference by doing some kind of tidying, 
washing or cleaning in their community. 
www.washday.org/

THE Fairtrade chocolate used in the 2016 Real Easter Egg is being produced in 
Banbury this year as a result of increasing demand. 
    More than a million Real Easter Eggs have been sold in the last five years and in a 
recent public poll The Real Easter Egg was voted the UK’s favourite Fairtrade Easter 
Egg. This popularity means that such a large volume of chocolate is now needed 
that production has moved to the Barry Callebaut factory in Oxfordshire.
   The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 following a trial involving churches in 
the Oxford Diocese. It was UK’s first Fairtrade egg to include a copy of the Easter 
story in the box and is still the only charity egg. The 2016 Easter story booklet, 
which opens out into a cross shape, has been produced in partnership with the 
Oxfordshire based Lion Hudson publishers.
   By Easter 2016 The Meaningful Chocolate Company, which makes the egg, 
expects to have given away more than £200,000 to charitable causes from its sales.
It has seen sales of Fairtrade chocolate increase which means a bigger Fairtrade 
Premium is paid to farmers who grow the sugar and Cacao. (Cocoa and chocolate 
are made from Cacao beans.)The cash from the Fairtrade premium can be used to 
invest in their communities, buying everything from schoolbooks to solar panels 
and providing fresh water supplies.
   David Marshall, CEO of The Meaningful Chocolate Company, said: “The move 
to Banbury means the Real Easter Egg is now a fully UK manufactured product. 
We have also taken the opportunity to improve our blend of chocolate so it is 
better than ever. Our customers include ethical retailer Traidcraft and hundreds 
of independent retailers. We sell direct to thousands of customers, churches and 
schools and our eggs are also stocked at Tesco, Morrisons and Waitrose.”
   The Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher,  said: “The Real Easter 
Egg began its public life in 2009 encouraged by individuals, churches and schools 
in the Oxford Diocese. So it is fitting that sales are now sufficient to warrant 
Fairtrade chocolate being moved to Banbury, which is in this Diocese. I pray for all 
those involved, the workforce, the creative team behind the idea and those who 
will read the  Easter story for the first time this Easter and discover the Good News 
of hope and new life.”
   To order your Real Easter Eggs for 2016 go to www.realeasteregg.co.uk/ or 
call 0845 122 2882.

Bishop Colin tests his chocolate making skills with Keiran Shaw, a technical advisor at the 
Barry Callebaut factory in Banbury. Photo: John Cairns. 

Fairtrade chocolate production 
comes to the Diocese
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Seeking the best place
to hear your

calling

St Stephen’s House, Oxford
+44 (0)1865 613500
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk

St Stephen’s House is a Permanent Private Hall of the University of Oxford.

You have already taken the greatest of all
life-changing decisions – to devote your life
to the service of God as a priest. The next
decision is to find the place that will enable
you to deepen your understanding and
strengthen your commitment to God, the
place that will most comprehensively form
you for your life’s ministry.

Our conviction is that it is at St Stephen’s
House that you will be able to hear your
calling most clearly and answer it most
faithfully.

So we invite you to taste and see; we hope
that you may recognise in us the best place
to hear your own particular calling to follow
Christ.

Become a Chorister 

Magdalen College 
Oxford

Being a Chorister with Magdalen College Choir 
will bring your son many musical and academic 

advantages, and will give him the chance to be part 
of Oxford’s greatest traditions, including the ancient 
May Day celebrations from Magdalen’s Great Tower.

D aniel Hyde is inviting applications for the next 
round of Choristerships this September for 

boys aged 6 to 8 years old.  For more information on 
auditions, please contact choir@magd.ox.ac.uk or 
phone 01865 286701.

No matter where you go 
in the world, mentioning 
Oxford will conjure up a 
myriad of ideas of spires, 
scarves, caps and gowns, 
papers, discussions and 
debates – perhaps more 
historical romance than 
contemporary reality.
Yet education, whilst 
leaning on the past does 
not seek to remain there, 
but is instead constantly 
striving towards new 
frontiers.
The Bible, which has 
been a key resource for 
educators since the time of 
the early Church Fathers, 
and centuries before  for 
teachers of the Torah, has 

much to say about the 
necessity of education: 
“Listen O my people to my 
instruction; Incline your 
ears to the words of my 
mouth.” Psalm 78.1
Desiderius Erasmus, 
the Dutch Renaissance 
theologian, teacher and 
priest was so passionate 
about learning that he 
would rather buy books 
than food and is quoted as 
saying, “Give light, and the 
darkness will disappear of 
itself”.
His quote remains 
deeply relevant today, 
in this digital age when 
education has become 
more accessible and 

universal than perhaps it 
ever has been. Suddenly, 
the world of learning has 
been opened through open 
data to anyone who has 
an interest and ability to 
research their subject.
To misquote the bible, 
“With God (and the 
internet) all things are 
possible.”
However, alongside this 
remarkable new technology 
and desire of academics to 
freely share their hard work 
with the world, the role of 
the teacher remains at the 

heart of education.
“A disciple is not above 
his teacher, but everyone 
when he is fully trained will 
be like his teacher.” Luke 
6:40.
Education remains at 
the heart of what drives 
humanity to its highest 
goals of improvement, 
inquiry and seeking, and 
we remain grateful that so 
many institutions in Oxford 
constantly endeavour 
to provide the very best 
training to educators and 
those who wish to learn.

The word Oxford is 
synonymous with education

the Door, February 2016, page 12
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      Common Awards
      Common Award                   
      Mixed-Mode Training

      Certificate in  
      Theological Studies

      Undergraduate &  
      Postgraduate courses             
      (BA, BTh, MTh, MSt, 
      MPhil, DPhil) plus 
      ministerial training

admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

 

Substantial subsidy makes 
this an affordable opportunity 

for many families.
Come along to our 

OPEN MORNING 
on Tuesday 8th March 

or call to arrange an audition.

For more information please 
contact Clare James on 
01865 260650 

or at registrar@cccs.org.uk

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
A World-Class Choir School in the Heart of Oxford

“                                  .     

                                 ”

“You make life-long friends”

“Excellent”

OPEN DAY SATURDAY 5 MARCH

10:30am-12:30pm with Principal’s talk at 11:00am

“You’re allowed to get messy!!!”
“The best thing about the school is 

how good the teachers are!”

“The great thing about it being a 

small school is that the teachers 

really get to know you”
“We’re like a whole massive family!”

www.tkswitney.org.uk

01993 778463

The King’s School, New Yatt Road, Witney, OX29 6TA

“Extraordinary”

“My teacher is really amazing, 

she’s a faith builder so if someone is 

“I’m listening to God 

more and hearing
 God more”

“Our teacher is very good at 

letting everyone have a go and 

encouraging you to try.”

“Epic!!!”“We have devotions everyday 

which is a great space to 

explore faith”

“Awesome!”

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

“There’s a really 

good pupil teacher 

relationship”

“What will your

experience be?”

“We’re given a lot of space 

to express ourselves”

   
 

A musical education which lasts a lifetime 
CHORISTER OPEN DAY  Saturday 18 June 4.00pm 

 

Choristers at New College lead an exciting life.  They sing in 
Oxford’s grandest medieval chapel, perform in concerts 
across the world, and reach a global audience through the 
choir’s record label and webcasts.  Our specialist music 
programme gives them the ability to sing at a professional 
level while making the most of their youthful energy and 
enthusiasm.  

All choristers enjoy generous scholarships  
at New College School. 

 

For more information and to register, contact 
nancy-jane.rucker@new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 

www.newcollegechoir.com 

New College Choristerships 
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Cross Rhythms Teesside 
community radio station 
broadcasts 24/7 to 
Stockton-on-Tees and the 
Tees Valley. ‘That’s a long 
way from here’ you may 
be thinking, but hopefully 
the aims and values of this 
Community radio station 
will not be a long way from 
those of many in the church 
throughout the UK.

The station engages with 
the community through 
radio using local news, 
discussions and interviews, 
with the latest contemporary 
Christian music providing 
the backbone to the sound 
and ethos of the station. 
Sharing the Gospel with a 
21st century audience using 
21st century means.

One of the station’s 
founding DJ’s had this to 
say: “We’re often hearing 
from people who love the 
station, for the effect it has 
on the community if not 
the music itself. I’ve been 
a DJ for 10 years and my 
grandmother, who is 87 
years old, supports what I 
do wholly. She can’t stand 
the music I play, but she 
supports what I do because 
she loves me and she 
believes in the project. The 
music may not be to the 
taste of older Christians. But 
it’s actually about seeing 

the bigger picture and 
saying, ‘It’s not necessarily 
what I like but I can see 
it connecting with a lot of 
people.’ That’s the starting 
point and everything else 
will fall into place around it.”

The radio station is run as 
a not-for-profit organisation, 
and any income goes 
towards the ministry 
of reaching the local 
community with the Gospel, 
and engaging with local 
communities for social gain. 
During the recession, many 
of our projects with young 
people, especially around 
education and training, 
sadly ceased due to lack 

of funding. Organisations 
that used to pay for those 
services had their budgets 
cut or removed, and as a 
result, the station has to find 
new income and support.

But now for the good 
news: Effectively, the station 
‘re-started’ in September 
2014, with a new Station 
Manager and a new Station 
Administrator, Rafal and 
Ania Dupat. This young 
Polish couple arrived in the 
Tees Valley area sensing 
a call from God and not 
really knowing why. Rafal 
has extensive production 
and audio engineering 
experience, and Ania has 
managed a number of 
community projects. Ideal 
qualifications for a Christian 
Community Radio Station, 
although they had no idea 
it even existed when they 
came!

Since getting involved, 
Raf and Ania have 
encouraged the growth, 
management and training 
of a new crop of more 

than twenty volunteers to 
produce and present local 
programmes. They have 
also been meeting and 
engaging with the local 
community at large, and the 
Christian faith community 
especially, as well as 
community groups and 
organisations, and listener 
feedback is encouraging.

“We’re working towards 
securing funding to develop 
more programming and 
training opportunities to 
reach what is one of the 
most deprived areas in the 
UK”, said Rafal. “We have 
developed a love for the 
Tees Valley area, and the 
people here, and we want 
to use the radio station 
to bring hope and light 
in difficult times. As an 
evangelistic outreach, this 
radio station is broadcasting 
to people 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 52 weeks 
a year – it’s a phenomenal 
resource for the church in its 
mission.”

A message from Chris Cole, co-founder 
of the Cross Rhythms ministry.
It is fair to say that the Christian 
Faith has been the most ‘civilising 
influence’, globally, since the 
revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. In the Western World, the 
printing of the Bible over 500 years 
ago on the newly invented printing 
press enabled our civilisation to 
develop our politics, economics, 
education, societal attitudes, major 
institutions and spirituality. All of 
these developments have been at 
the cornerstone, until recently, of our 
liberal democracies.

It is now the development of the 
internet, digital satellite, FM radio and 
television communications that gives 
all of us who call ourselves ‘followers 
of Jesus Christ’ the opportunity to 

share our stories on these platforms.
In many ways this is probably the 

first opportunity people will have of 
witnessing powerful messages and 
testimonies of real life in God. We are 
often the first Bible people will now 
read.

Cross Rhythms as a national 
ministry is growing with three 
Community radio stations licensed in 
the UK, (Teesside, Stoke on Trent and 
Plymouth), independently owned and 
operated but partnering together with 
similar aims and vision.

Cross Rhythms Teesside is reaching 
young people who engage with the 
music – but it is asking older people 
with a passion for a lost generation 
for support. It is based in one of the 

most deprived areas of the North East 
of England – but it is asking for help 
from people in this area who can see 
the vision and wish to support it. 

We now have a younger team 
developing around us who are 
very ‘media savvy’ and capable of 
maximising the amazing opportunities 
the Lord is giving us to ‘influence our 
cities for good’ by broadcasting the 
very best Christian Contemporary 
music with life changing messages.

Your partnership is not only deeply 
valued but is part of our spiritual 
resourcing to influence the airwaves 
in a way that helps those who don’t 
know Jesus gain a glimpse of His 
offer of salvation.

Please Consider Supporting  
Cross Rhythms Teeside
Our running costs are kept extremely low, and our not 
for profit radio station is currently entirely staffed with 
volunteers. We only need 40 supporters donating £30 per 
month to enable us to sustain and develop our programming, 
reaching the whole area 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with 
the Gospel. A gift, or monthly donation, of any amount, would 
be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Title:        First Name:      

Surname:      

Address:      

      

    Postcode:   

Organisation/Company (if applicable):   

      

Telephone:      

Email:       

I enclose a one-off gift of £     
Please make cheques payble to Alive in the Spirit Trust

I would like to become a supporter 
Please fill in this form

Name:       

Name of Bank:      

Bank address:      

      

    Postcode:   

Account No:     

Sort Code:     

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £    
from my account on (dd/mm/yy):       /      /      

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Alive in the 
Spirit account No: 70984094 Sort Code: 20-68-10 
Barclays Plymouth, Reference CRT

        
Signed     Date

I would like all donations I make to Alive 
in the Spirit Trust, Reg Charity Number 
278432, from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise to be treated 
as Gift Aid donations.

        
Signed      Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income 
tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please return this form to Cross Rhythms 
Teeside, c/o Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park 
Road, Plymouth, PL3 4PY

Reaching a City  
with the Gospel

“A young lady came to see us at the studios, with her baby in 
her arms. She told us she had listened to a testimony on Cross 
Rhythms Teesside, and as a result had decided to keep her baby – 
there’s a little child alive now because the programming touched 
someone’s heart and gave them hope in a very difficult time.”

Cross Rhythms Teesside is very grateful to Cornerstone Vision, who have kindly sponsored this page.

Contact:

Rafal Deputat Station Manager
E: raf@crteesside.co.uk
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Candlemas: a midway 
point

by the Very Revd Professor 
Martyn Percy

Candlemas is a 
wonderful festival, 
dating back as far 
as the fifth century.  

It was a feast for blessing 
the candles of church, as 
well as commemorating the 
encounter of Joseph, Mary 
and Jesus with Simeon and 
Anna.  It is the last childhood ‘snapshot’ we have of Jesus.  
The next time we meet him in the gospels, he is in the 
Temple once more – but as an adolescent, confounding 
teachers and scribes.  We won’t see him again in the 
Temple until adulthood.  

   Candlemas is a ‘pivotal feast’ – one last look over the 
shoulder at Christmas before the serious season of Lent.  
On 2 February, Christmas is officially over.  In our house 
the crib sets are put away for another year; the baby 
Jesus is wrapped up and stored away; the Wise Men and 
their exotic beasts of burden put into hibernation; the 
shepherds placed in boxes, and tucked away.
   According to Luke’s gospel, Jesus is brought to the 
temple to be consecrated, as a first born male as custom 
demands.  But as with all consecrations, the blessings 
are shared out.  Simeon and Anna are blessed as much as 
those they came to bless.
   And strangely, it is here, in the temple, that Jesus begins 
his ministry.  For here he is truly recognised as a light for 
both Israel and the world.  The road to Calvary begins 
here: it prophesies ‘the falling and rising of many…and a 
sword shall pierce your own heart’.  That’s why Candlemas 
matters.  It is a midway point: past Christmas, it tilts us 
towards Lent, Holy Week – and eventually, Easter.
   As an adult, Jesus spent little time in religious buildings.  
Like many children, he was taken there by his parents, 
with little choice in the matter.  But when he was old 
enough to make up his own mind, he hardly ever went.  
Yet Jesus never turned his back on religion; he simply 
turned his face to the world.  
   The gospels assure us that the light shines in the 
darkness of this world – and for everyone.  This light 
is not hidden under a bushel.  It is set on a hill – even 
the hill of Calvary.  God can never be entirely contained 
by our walls – whether physical, tribal or religious.  At 
Candlemas, Simeon and Anna find the light of God inside 
the Temple.  But many more will later discover the light 
of Jesus in his ministry outside that Temple – in the 
meadows, towns and villages of Galilee; and in the streets 
and houses of Jerusalem.  The light shines in the darkness 
– for all to see.
The Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy is the Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford. 

Letters to the editor are welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at the 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters sent 
electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Do more for the environment 
I was heartened to read your lead article in the 
December 2015 issue of the Door. It was especially 
appropriate following the success of the COP 21 talks 
in Paris. No doubt the Reading awareness raising day 
described was also a great success. Success or not, I am 
sure you will agree that one day in itself is insufficient 
and that the Diocese needs to initiate a lot more activity 
in order to play its part in the attempts to limit the 
global temperature rise to two degrees or less. It seems 
to  me these would fall into several thrusts:  
1.  Improve the material fabric of the Diocese, namely 
the churches, rectories etc, in order to lessen their 
carbon output and make them more energy efficient, 
such as by improved insulation, installing recycling 
boilers, reducing draughts, installing solar panels.
2. Encourage parishioners to undertake similar 
measures within their own dwellings to reduce carbon 
outputs (and save money).
3. Continue to heighten awareness of the serious 
nature of climate change through the Door and parish 
magazines.
4. Offer a Diocesan prize annually to the parish which 
has taken the most successful measures under 1.  
5. Repeat the Reading awareness day in a different 
location.
   I live in Brightwell cum Sotwell. Our Environment 
group has encouraged parishioners to install solar 
panels and now there must be 30 or more dwellings  
equipped with them. We also ran a campaign with 
a thermal imaging camera surveying 60 properties 

including the pub and the village hall to detect where 
heat was leaking.

John Rodda, Brightwell cum Sotwell. 

We already have put solar panels on 55 of our 
vicarages, and on Diocesan Church House in North 
Hinksey. We also use, where appropriate, air and 
ground source heat pumps in lieu of old oil fired 
boilers. We install insulation at a level above the 
requirements for building regulations to reduce the 
need for heating.
David Mason, Director of Glebe and Buildings. 

See the centrespread for more on the Reading Climate 
Day, the Cop 21 talks and how to get involved in A 
Rocha’s Eco Church movement. 

Competition winners
The winners of our book competition in the last 
issue are:  Val York from Buckingham; Michael 
Cooper from Tokers Green and Joy Crispin-Wilson 
from Botley. They have all won a copy of The 
Unofficial Bible for Minecrafters.

Solar panels were installed at All Saints, Wing with Grove in 
2010. Photo: Colin Bridges. 

Archdeacon joins 
General Synod
THE Ven. Martin Gorick, 
the Archdeacon of Oxford, 
has been elected to General 
Synod in place of the Ven. 
Karen Gorham. Archdeacon 
Karen has resigned 
following her appointment 
as the Bishop of Sherborne. 

WATERAID is asking church goers in the Oxford Diocese 
to support people like Ambi, from Zambia, whose life was 
transformed when the charity drilled a borehole in Habanji 
Village, where she lives.
   The hole means that unlike before, Ambi (pictured right)
and everyone else in Habanji has access to clean water. The 
story is very different for Emeldah, who lives in Chibawe 
Village, nearby, which doesn’t have a source of clean water. 
Emeldah has to walk three kilmotres everyday across hot and 
dusty plains to fetch filthy water that makes her sick. 
   To help WaterAid provide fresh water to more communities 
and transform lives, churches are urged to join the Lent 
appeal, donating the money they save giving something up 
for Lent. The charity has created children’s activities, a film, a 
poster, a presentation, fundraising tips and sermon notes for 
churches that want to take part. They have produced special 
sleeves for collection jars so that congregations can use them 
to collect the money they save every time they forgo a treat. 
Churches could raise £250 if eight congregations members 
give up a bottle of wine for Lent. For free resources pack go 
to www.wateraid.org/uk/lent or call 020 7793 4594. 

Jars of Change Appeal for Lent 2016
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For more see www.fit-fish.co.uk or 
call 0118 947 0337
www.facebook.com/fitfish/
twitter.com/FitfishTweets

GAYNOR van der Burton is only 
too aware of the importance of 
health and fitness in relation to 
food, exercise and spirituality. 
It was her own experience of 
balancing diet and activity that 
led her to set up Fitfish.

Gaynor, a personal trainer, runs 
weekend retreats across the 
UK as well as sunnier holidays 
in France and even a week of 

skiing, along with a team of doctors, 
counsellors, life coaches, nutritionists, 
massage therapists and worship leaders. 
   Based in Reading, Gaynor (pictured 
right) was brought up in a Christian home 
and her faith has developed throughout 
her adult life. It was when her Dad died 
when she was 12 that she says she started 
thinking more deeply about things, 
although she admits she drifted away from 
Christianity during school and university. 
    “It wasn’t really until I moved to Reading 
that I decided it was make or break time in 
terms of whether I got stuck into a church. 
I found an amazing church which follows 
the ‘belong, believe, behave’ model.  I felt 
part of the community and started to get 
to know God a lot better.”

“I just felt energised and 
alive...” 

   So where did Gaynor’s interest in health 
and fitness begin?  “I’d always struggled 
with my weight when I was growing up. I 
was a chubby teenager but I had a bubbly 
personality and it didn’t bother me that 
much.” But, after university and travelling, 
she says she gained more weight, and was 
shocked to see her reflection in the mirror. 
   She was moving into a bigger clothes size 
as a family wedding approached. “I wanted 
to be a size 10 bridesmaid. I followed 
various diets but mainly Weightwatchers. 
I got to my ideal weight but hadn’t learnt 
anything along the way about changing 
patterns and behaviours. Unsurprisingly 
the weight went back on,” says Gaynor.            

She believes the ongoing issue of staying 
healthy was taken out of her hands when 
she was diagnosed with polycystic ovary 
syndrome. This is a condition that affects 
the ovaries and while there is no cure, 
losing weight and maintaining regular 
exercise can help keep the symptoms 
under control. “The next time around, I 
approached the weight loss much more 
with God at the centre. I discovered 
loving life and having freedom eating and 
exercising. I’d been in a place of emotional 
eating and binging and I discovered 
freedom and balance in it all,” says Gaynor. 
   That was in 2010 and while Gaynor was 
enjoying her life and her health, she had 
just changed jobs and wasn’t particularly 
enjoying her work. It was a holiday that 
first inspired her to start Fitfish. 
   “I was running in the morning and 
reading the Bible and I just felt energised 

and alive. I thought this is the sort of 
holiday that Christians need,” says Gaynor, 
who was aware of the Boot Camp (Army 
style fitness classes) that were taking off 
across the UK. “I was looking up Christian 
fitness holidays and personal training and 
there seemed to be nothing in the UK at 
all,” she says.    
   Gaynor still has the journal entries she 
made back in 2010 about stepping out in 
faith and it was one weekend when she got 
access to the funds to turn her idea into 
a reality. She lost her job and that meant 
Fitfish could go ahead. The first weekend 
retreat took place in April 2011 with six 
participants.  “There was exercise, life 
coaching, counselling, prayer ministry, 
massage, good food and the chance for 
people to get away,” says Gaynor.  “It has 
led to a retreat that encourages people to 
put God at the centre of a healthy lifestyle, 

rather than an obsessive food diet or 
excessive exercise.”
   ‘Your Plate of Plenty’ is the Fitfish 
healthy eating programme which is backed 
up by supportive groups on Facebook 
and online recipes. “We are seeing really 
amazing results with people being less 
stressed and eating more natural food. The 
most visible and encouraging so far has 
been a bigger lady who has recently lost 
five stone. “

“We are seeing really 
amazing results...”

   Gaynor is aware that the success of 
Fitfish has been down to the variety of 
health professionals involved. “We have 
a whole group of amazing people. A lot of 
them were friends before it started and 
one of the strong points is the team. We all 
have a story to tell related to our health.”
   Gaynor herself is a project and events 
manager who has worked with charities, 
councils, sports organisations and the 
NHS to encourage people to get involved 
in exercise, to stay healthy and to raise 
money for charity. She speaks at various 
events on the link between spiritual, 
emotional and physical health and fitness 
and is a regular contributor to Liberty 
magazine. 
   She is a personal trainer and nutritionist 
who runs regular aerobic classes to 
worship music with a few 80s tunes 
thrown in. “Personally I go for easy and 
effective exercises so I mainly jog and do 
weights and try and build that into my 
life,” she adds.
Gaynor is married to Lennox and the 
couple worship at Greyfriars Church in 
Reading. 
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‘All are welcome’
by the Ven. Olivia Graham

This is a favourite 
piece of art, 
by the late 
German artist 

Sieger Köder.  It is called 
All Are Welcome. And it 
challenges me. What does 
it really mean, that all 
are welcome? Here Christ 
gathers round a table an 
assortment of people.  
They are sharing a simple 
meal, and Christ opens 
his hands in welcome, 
thanksgiving and blessing.
   Let’s have a look at the 
assembled company.  A 
motley crew, all eyes 
focused on the one who 
breaks the bread.  All 
except for one whose eyes 
are downcast. 
   We see the observant 
Jew. Here is one who 
knows his Scripture;  
who is conversant with 
religious language and 
ritual. He seems cautious 
about this profligate 
welcome, and is aware that he is sharing 
the table with some strange company.  
How does this sit with his tradition, with 
his understanding of the Law? Can he let 
the reality of God move him from ritual to 
adoration?

“What is Jesus saying 
and what will it mean to 
each of them?”

   Next to him sits the sloe-eyed woman 
in the red dress. We know nothing of her, 
although some might make assumptions 
about her life, judging her for her beauty 
and her dress sense. She is perhaps lonely, 
needy, fed up with people being unable to 
see past her appearance.  She clutches her 
glass, and longs for someone to love her, 
for who she is.
   Then the one who dare not lift her 
eyes – through sorrow?  through shame?  
Bereavement and poverty are powerful 
social isolaters. She has known what it is 
for people to cross the road to avoid her, 
fearful of being overwhelmed by her need 
and their helplessness. Isolated from the 
group, but included because, in spite of 
everything, she sits at the table…
   On her left is the clown. He is the wry 
observer of human foolishness. He is 
released here, in this company, from the 
need to make people laugh; from the 
expectation that he will always find the 

funny, witty, thing to say.  Humour can be 
worn like protective armour, preventing 
the penetration of truth. But clowns cry 
too.
   And then there is the intellectual. Oh, so 
clever. He negotiates the world through 
analysis, argument and agility of mind.  
What would it take for him to switch off 
his even-handed cynicism and experience 
life through his heart? 
   Next to him is a woman of wealth and 
connection.  She is cool and curious, not 
easily impressed.  She looks at Jesus from 
beneath her veil, and measures him up. Is 
he worth getting to know?  Does he merit 
the investment of time and trouble?

“Could it be that we 
are invited to join this 
party?”

   And finally, one who is not from around 
these parts.  A migrant perhaps, or a 
refugee?  Where has he come from, and 
what complex and 
troubling story might 
his wounded arm tell?  
He stares frankly into 
Jesus’s face, a slight 
smile on his lips, 
recognising one who 
will also suffer.   
   They focus on Jesus, 
six people who have 
come in at that open 

doorway, and sat down, and shared 
bread and wine. How did they get there, 
I wonder. Were they just passing by?  Or 
did they receive an invitation?  Did they 
come in with curiosity or trepidation?  
Excitement or apprehension?

“...he knows the depth 
of their need for healing 
and connection.”

   What happens to them as they sit there 
and eat together?  What is Jesus saying, 
and what does it mean to each of them?  
Will they come back tomorrow?  Next 
week?  Who knows?
   Today they are his companions – those 
who share bread with him.  And he knows 
the depth of their need for healing and 
connection. But they look beyond him to 
us.  Could it be that we are invited to join 
this party?  There are spaces on his right 
and on his left.  Where shall we sit?  What 
defences do we wear?  What secret need 

lies under them?
   A seat at this table will transform our 
lives. We will join these who have dared 
to come in and sit down – a motley crew 
indeed.  A group of disparate, complex 
people with disparate, complex lives.  But 
all drawn by those open, welcoming hands.

The Ven. Olivia Graham is 
the Archdeacon of Berkshire.

 © Sieger Köder, Das Mahl mit den Sündern
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   So come to this table, not because you must   
but because you may,
not because you are strong but because you  
are weak.
   Come, not because any goodness of your own 
gives you a right to come,
   but because you need mercy and help.
   Come because you love the Lord a little and 
would like to love him more.
   Come because he loved you and gave himself 
for you.
   Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are 
his Body.
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February prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘What does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?’ –  
Micah 6.8 
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 1 Bracknell Deanery: Andy 
Glaze, Jan Glaze, Catriona Cappleman, 
Catherine Blundell, and Pamela Grigg. 
Parishes within the Bracknell Deanery 
are undergoing significant new housing 
developments. Pray that church 
members and their leaders (clergy and 
lay) will understand God’s will for the 
mission and ministry needed and will 
be empowered and emboldened to 
act. Bracknell Deanery has youth and 
children’s work as one of its mission 
priorities. Pray that the needs of young 
people and children within each parish 
will be addressed by our churches and 
that these youngsters are helped to 
encounter Jesus Christ and develop 
their relationship with him.

TUESDAY 2 Candlemas Ascot Heath: 
Darrell Hannah, Patrick Gilday, Pamela 
Davey and Sheila Shrigley. For a new 
Musical Director and organist to replace 
Chris Goodwin. For continued growth, 
specificially the discipling of new 
Christians and the deepening of faith 
and commitment of new members. 
Bishop Colin confirming at Witney. 
Ascot Heath School.

WEDNESDAY 3 Binfield: Luke Taylor, 
Nigel Richards and Elizabeth Harland. 
We are joining with Pilgrim Hearts 
and other churches in the Bracknell 
Deanery to open the churches for the 
homeless during February. Pray for 
the teams who will host the homeless, 
those who come in for food and a warm 
night’s sleep and for wisdom to know 
what God is calling Pilgrim Hearts and 
the churches to do after February. We 
started a clothes bank last year. We 
asked the churches in the Bracknell 
area (all denominations) to give us 
good quality second-hand clothing so 
that we can give it away to those who 
are in need and on the breadline. This 
has met a big need in Bracknell and is 
growing rapidly. We thank God for the 
contacts he has brought our way who 
have enabled us to reach more people 
with this ministry, and for the way 
it is bringing churches, and different 

organisations/groups together in the 
area. Pray for the team, those who give 
and those whom we serve in this area. 
Binfield School.

THURSDAY 4 Bracknell: David 
Uffindell, Les Jesudason, Jim Barlow 
and Margaret Clarke. For our outreach 
in mission to the new town centre 
and the 1000 new flats within it. For 
the ecumenical Winter Night Shelter 
project, running until March. Ranelagh 
Academy. 

FRIDAY 5 Easthampstead: Guy Cole, 
Peter Bestley and Nick Thompson. Give 
thanks for the continued growth of 
the congregations. Pray for the further 
development of lay ministry across the 
parish. For our Youth and Children’s 
Leader, David. Give thanks for the 
mission of our churches, St Michael and 
St Mary Magdalene, St Francis and St 
Clare, Jennett’s Park, and the Church@
the Pines, to the local community. 
Pray for the church primary schools, St 
Michael’s and Jennett’s Park. Bishop’s 
Council.

SATURDAY 6 Sunningdale: David 
Uffindell, Sue Cooke and Terry Ward-
Hall. For a creative and imaginative 
lenten programme. For further 
development and engagement with 
our community in pastoral care and 
outreach. Holy Trinity School. 

MONDAY 8 Warfield: Mark Griffiths, 
Paul Collins, Janet Taft, Katie Urban, 
Dave Cappleman, Sam Mortimer, 
Michael Summers and Hannah 
Jenkinson. For the new Church of 
England Primary School – opens 
September 2016 – prayers for all the 
details of catchment area for it, staffing 
for it, and children to fill it. For our two 
new church plants (Woodhurst Park, 
Warfield Park) – for the right team and 
leaders. Warfield School.

TUESDAY 9 Shrove Tuesday 
Winkfield and Cranbourne: Mary 
Knight, Stuart Ager, Jacki Thomas 
and Mike Thomas. For those who 
are involved with organising and 
conducting our future services as 
well as, long term, a vicar who will 
be appointed to go forward with the 
mission within the benefice. St Mary’s 
School, Winkfield.

WEDNESDAY 10 Ash Wednesday 
Sunninghill and South Ascot: 
Stephen Johnson, Tracey Williams, 
Jennifer Jones and Mary Nichols. For 
all involved in mission and ministry in 

Sunninghill and South Ascot Parish. For 
our churchwardens, PCC and ministry 
team. Cheapside School, St Michael’s 
School.

THURSDAY 11 Burnham and 
Slough Deanery: Rod Cosh, Mark 
Johnson, Zarah Wilson, Allen Walker, 
Linda Hillier, Richard Rooley, Michael 
Wilcockson, Vera Hunt and Roger 
Williams. For all those attending the 
educational courses taking place in the 
deanery including the Pastoral Care 
course and the Growing Leaders course. 
Pray that the parishes will work more 
closely together with even greater 
collaboration. Bridge Builders Social 
Media Day.

FRIDAY 12 Burnham: Bill Jackson, 
Ian Fordyce and Barry Marsden. For 
Jo Saunders, Liz Watkins and Jenny 
Dobson in St Peter’s ministry team. 
For our continued development of lay 
leadership. For the staff and volunteers 
of St Peter’s Cornerstone Project. St 
Peter’s School.

SATURDAY 13 Cippenham: Janet 
Minkkinen. For our Mission Action 
Plan 2016, especially as we look at 
mentoring in our congregation. For 
Angeline Ruredzo as she begins training 
as a Licensed Lay Minister.

MONDAY 15 Eton, Eton Wick and 
Boveney and Dorney: La Stacey 
and Alison Hassall. For our links with 
schools and our work with children, 
especially the Messy Church in Eton. 
For our lay leaders on the ministry 
team that we will grow in knowledge 
and love of Christ and in confidence in 
leadership. Eton Porny School, Eton 
Wick School. For General Synod this 
week. 

TUESDAY 16 Hitcham: Nicky 
Pledger and Alan Pledger. For those 
who completed the Alpha Course last 
term, that they may grow as followers 
of Jesus. For those at St Mary’s and 

 
 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT SERVICES:  The Sunday evening informal worship takes 
place until Sunday 6 March from 8pm - 9pm.                

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

  Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk
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The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
neighbouring churches preparing even 
now for Lighthouse Burnham, who will 
be welcoming over 700 children in the 
summer holiday.

WEDNESDAY 17 Taplow and 
Dropmore: For the churchwardens 
and PCCs of the Benefice of Taplow and 
Dropmore as they develop their Mission 
Action Plan and Parish Profile to fill 
the current vacancy. For St Nicolas’ 
CE Combined School, Taplow and St 
Nicolas Church, Taplow as they seek to 
deepen their connectivity during the 
interregnum. 

THURSDAY 18 Colnbrook and 
Datchet: Peter Wyard, Rod Cosh and 
Suzanne Johnson. Give thanks for the 
stewardship renewal last November 
and pray for people who have offered 
their time and talents to flourish in 
new roles.  Give thanks for the Alpha 
course which has just finished and 
pray that more people will find their 
faith renewed and deepened through 
Lent groups and other home groups. 
Colnbrook Academy, Churchmead 
School, St Mary’s Academy. 

FRIDAY 19 Horton and Wraysbury: 
Colin Gibson, Joseph Fernandes 
and Beryl Walters. Give thanks for 
outreach opportunities in the local 
traveller community. Pray for further 
development of our healing ministry.

SATURDAY 20 Langley Marish: 
Robin Grayson, Colin Hartley, Bruce 
Russell and Bill Birmingham. For 
guests, staff and volunteers at the 
Slough Night Shelter hosted by local 
churches until March. For our ordinand 
in training, Sue Lepp, as she completes 
her college studies and prepares to join 
the parish as Curate in July. 

MONDAY 22 Upton-cum-Chalvey 
(The Southern Group Ministry): 
Andrew Allen, Alistair Stewart, 
Linda Hillier and Robert Walker. 
To develop the relationship with 
the large businesses moving in as 
neighbours of St Mary’s, Slough. To 
continue developing the strategies in 
line with the Parish Plan across the 
parish, particularly in the heritage and 
community use sectors. To deepen our 
relationship with those working with 
the homeless in the voluntary and 
statutory sectors. Slough and Eton 
Academy, St Mary’s School, Slough.

TUESDAY 23 Britwell: Neil McCathie. 
For those running the children’s 
and youth work, in the absence of a 
children’s worker. For a shared vision 

as the church seeks to reach out to new 
residents.

WEDNESDAY 24 Farnham Royal 
with Hedgerley: Graham Saunders 
and Gordon Briggs. Pray for our work 
on the final phase of reordering at St 
Mary, Farnham Royal and our ‘Kidz 
Club’ project. Pray for more assistance 
to forward our Mission Action Plan 
for our three-church United Benefice. 
Farnham Royal School.

THURSDAY 25 St John the Baptist, 
Manor Park and St Michael, 
Whitby Road: For our church building 
programme and for our work with the 
homeless through the night shelters 
project.

FRIDAY 26 St Paul, Slough: Mike 
Cotterell and Kat Aboud. 

SATURDAY 27 Stoke Poges: Harry 

Latham and Andrew Parry. Thank 
God for His kindness, faithfulness 
and patience. For Ministry Trainee 
Tracey Jones, administrators Kate 
Holliday and Heather McDowell, the 
churchwardens and all the PCC. For 
renewed vision, energy and unity. For 
God to provide extra leaders for our 
Friday night Youth Club at St Andrew’s 
and more musicians – especially 
guitarists for Sundays at St Andrew’s. 
Bishop Colin confirming at Tudor Hall 
School.

MONDAY 29 Iver: Robert Gooding 
and Jim Dashper. For a real sense of 
unity as we conduct a three-month trial 
(from January to March) combining our 
two morning services at St Peter’s into 
one, hopefully incorporating the best 
of both. For God’s continuing guidance 
in further developing our vision and 
mission as a church.

The Revd Paul Boddam-Whetham will 
take up post as Rector at Ducklington with 
Hardwick; The Revd Thomas Albinson will 
take up post as Associate Priest at St Giles, St 
Philip and St James with St Margaret, Oxford; 
The Revd Dr Mark Balfour has left his 
post as Vicar at Furze Platt; The Revd Pippa 
Soundy has left her post as Assistant Curate 
at Hawridge with Cholesbury and St Leonards 
and The Lee; The Revd Ian Herbert will be 

leaving his post as Curate in Training in the 
Haddenham Benefice.
The following have been given permission to 
officiate: The Revd Canon Philip Groves; 
The Revd Pippa Soundy; The Revd 
Timothy Wright. 
We recall with sadness the deaths of:  
The Revd Peter Knight; The Revd John 
Race; The Revd John Scott.

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold. 

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will  
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.     Amen.    

Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 7 Poverty Action Sunday. National Marriage 
Week begins. Bishop David Jennings confirming at  
St Edward’s School. 

SUNDAY 14 Lent 1 Bishop Colin confirming at Radley. 

SUNDAY 21 Lent 2 Bishop Andrew confirming at        

Christ Church, Reading.

SUNDAY 28 Lent 3 Bishop David Jennings confirming at 
Summer Fields. 
 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2016 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

Coming and Goings

SEXEY’S HOSPITAL
1638

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0AS
The charity is a 17th century Grade One 

listed alms house providing single fl ats, for 
independent sheltered living, and overseen 

by the Master and Matron.

The monthly maintenance contribution 
towards the cost of each fl at is subsidised by 
the charity, and includes heating, lighting and 

council tax.

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualifi cation 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 

email: magisterbruton@aol.com

Charity Registration No: 1130351

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

   
 

 
  
  
  

 

Are you caring, compassionate and 
want to make a real difference to 
others? If yes, then you should  
become a Live in carer!
•  Rates from £560 per week - enhanced pay
for drivers with their own vehicle
•  Full board whilst on assignment
•  3% employer pension contribution
•  Ongoing support
•  Travel Allowance
•  Holiday Pay
•  Free Training
Call us now to discuss your rewarding career.

The Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of Noble Poverty
‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’

Vacancies for Brothers
The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in February

thedoorpost

Supporting Bereavement in Schools: Monday 1 
February from 12.30pm - 4pm (with working lunch) 
at Diocesan Church House, Oxford OX2 0NB. A school 
which takes time to consider responses to such situations 
before a critical incident or tragedy occurs will be much 
better placed to cope should they ever have to deal with 
one. Participants will leave the course understanding how 
they can prepare for and respond to bereavement and 
where they can access resources and additional help and 
support. Email training@oxford.anglican.org for more 
details and to book your place. 
 
School Governor Training:  
Governance within a Church School Context -  
3 February from 6.45pm - 9.15pm at Bletchingdon 
Village Hall OX5 3DH. 
Meeting Statutory Requirements - 8 February from 
6.45pm - 8.45pm at Buckingham Park CE Primary School 
HP19 9DZ. 
Supporting New Chairs of Governors - 25 February 
from 6.45pm - 9.15pm at Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford OX2 0NB.
For details of the above courses please email training@
oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208272. 
 
Worship Workshop: 9 February at Christ The Servant 
King, High Wycombe HP12 4TJ from 9.30am - 3.30pm. 
This course will explore many ideas of practical use in 
school worship and is for everyone involved in worship 
in  church schools - headteachers, co-ordinators, clergy, 
governors, parents and parishioners. Please email 
training@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208272 for 
details and to book your place. 
 

Lightening the Load II: How might the life and 
energy of the rural church be enhanced? Saturday 27 
February from 9.30am - 12.30pm at Marlborough School, 
Woodstock OX20 1LP. An opportunity to develop our 
thinking and practice in enhancing people’s involvement 
and commitment at both parish and benefice level. The 
event is free but you need to book by going to www.
lighteningtheload2.eventbrite.co.uk. 

Email, Social Media and 
Conflict in the Church: 
11 February from 9.30am 
- 4.30pm at St Aldate’s 
Parish Centre, Oxford. 
This programme includes 
worship, presentations, 
case studies and hands-on 
skills training. Cost: £30 

(including lunch). Places are limited so early booking is 
advised. Email sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org or 
phone 01865 208277 for details and a booking form. 
 
Starting Out in Preaching - Saturday 20 February. 
One of the Learning for Discipleship and Ministry 
courses for those who are beginnning to preach.  It 
will provide a helpful introduction to the theology and 
practice of preaching and will include opportunity for 
practical learning. (Please note that this course is not 
intended for ordinands or LLMs in training.) This course 
will be held at Christ Church, Flackwell Heath HP10 9AA 
from 10am - 4pm (please bring a packed lunch). Cost 
£20. Details and booking information at www.oxford.
anglican.org/our-faith/lifelong-living or phone 01865 
208257.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 5 February 2016.
SUNDAY 7 FEBRUARY
Wantage:   “Come and Sing Messiah” 
under the baton of Jon Cox of 
Wantage Parish Church from 2pm to 
5pm at St John Vianney RC Church, 
Wantage.  Tickets for singers and 
audience £12. Half price for singers 
under 18 and children under 14 free 
(if accompanied with an adult). This 
is a fundraising event. Phone 01235 
763756 or email gill@flyhighbtbc.org.
uk for details. 
 
Milton under Wychwood: 
Wychwood Circle resumes monthly 
discussions with David F Ford’s ‘The 
Shape of Living (Introduction and 
Ch1)’ as this month’s topic.  Speakers 
this season will include John Bell, 
Angela Tilby and Mark Williams. 7pm 
at Wychwood Library OX7 6LD. See 
www.wychwoodcircle.org for details. 

WEDNESDAY 10 FEBRUARY
Oxford: ‘The Beatitudes’ free 
textile art display in the North 
Transept at Christ Church Cathedral 
from today until 4 April. See 
www.cathedralexhibition.org.uk/
beatitudes.html
 
FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY
Dorchester on Thames: The 
Dorchester Abbey Choir is holding 
a Come and Sing taster evening for 
anyone who might be interested 
in joining the adult Abbey Choir, 
or would just like to come along 
to see what we do.  Do come along 
from 7pm - 8.15pm. Absolutely no 
obligation to join. Find out more by 
email jjbwallingford@tiscali.co.uk or 
phone 01491 836310.
 
SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY
Witney: Jesus women international 
prayer movement meeting will take 

place from 11am to 12.30pm at the 
Methodist Church, High Street. 
Email jewin1503@gmail.com or 
phone 07950775993 for details. 

SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY
Frieth: Blessed Living - The 
Beatitudes for today. Come along to 
St John the Evangelist RG9 6PR at 
6pm to explore what the Beatitudes 
mean for us today.  Guest speaker: 
The Revd Canon Angela Tilby (Canon 
at Christ Church Cathedral) - ‘Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, the meek, the 
pure in heart.’ See www.hambleden-
valley-churches.org.uk/ for details. 

THURSDAY 18 FEBRUARY
Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage OX29 8AJ from 10am 
to 4pm. 12.30 pm Eucharist with 
address in the Convent chapel. No 
booking needed just drop in for all 
or part of the day. Drinks available 
but bring your own food. See www.
oscfreeland.wordpress.com/guest-
house/drop-in-quiet-days for details. 

SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY
Medmenham: Blessed Living - The 
Beatitudes for today. Come along 
to St Peter and St Paul SL7 2HF at 
6pm to explore what the Beatitudes 
mean for us today.  Guest speaker: 
Jeremy Moodey, CEO of Embrace the 
Middle East (formerly Biblelands) - 
‘Blessed are the persecuted and the 
peacemakers’. See www.hambleden-
valley-churches.org.uk/ for details. 

THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY
Oxford: Hearing God’s Call 
Eucharist at 6pm at Christ Church 
Cathedral. This is an opportunity 
for those who are considering 
God’s Call, in whatever form, to 
pray and worship together and to 

talk informally to members of the 
Diocesan Vocations team. See www.
hearinggodscalloxfordfeb2016.
eventbrite.co.uk for details.

FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY
Medmenham: Footprints service at 
St Peter and Paul’s Church SL7 2HF 
at 7.30pm. This service is for anyone 
who has lost a child at any stage of 
life, from pregnancy to adulthood. 
All are welcome.  Refreshments 
will be served afterwards.  Email 
suemorton131@gmail.com or phone 
07808 517347 for details. 

SUNDAY 28 FEBRUARY
Hambleden: Blessed Living - The 
Beatitudes for today. Come along to 
St Mary the Virgin RG9 6RX at 6pm 
to explore what the Beatitudes mean 
for us today.  Guest speaker: The 
Very Revd Dr Jeffrey John (Dean of 
St Alban’s Cathedral) - ‘Blessed are 
the merciful’. See www.hambleden-
valley-churches.org.uk/ for details. 

MONDAY 29 FEBRUARY
Oxford: The Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews invite you to 
a meeting at the Friends’ Meeting 
House, 43 St Giles OX1 3LW 
at 7.30pm. ‘One Voice - Israeli 
Palestinian cooperation’ with a 
Palestinian and Israeli speaker. Email: 
oxfordccj@gmail.com for details.

‘The Beatitudes’ display from 10 February 
to 4 April at Christ Church Cathedral.

*Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction.
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